KWS at a Glance

KWS is one of the world’s leading plant breeding companies
We are contributing to overcoming the challenges which

the KWS Group including its 65 subsidiaries and associated

arise from a growing world population and the rising

companies in more than 70 countries generated net sales of

demand for food which it entails by improving the perfor-

986 million euros.

mance of our plant varieties and continuously refining the
quality of our seed.

KWS’ core competence is crop breeding. Its annual expenses
for research and development amount to 17 percent of the
entire net sales. The expenditure on research and breeding

We use state-of-the-art plant breeding methods and tech-

has increased continuously over the past ten years. KWS

nologies to continuously improve yields and resistances to

invested 174 million euros in that area in fiscal year 2014/2015

diseases, pests and abiotic stress.

and has about 1,800 employees worldwide working in
research and development. As a result, KWS is able to provide

For almost 160 years KWS has been managed as a family

farmers with more than 400 new, higher-yielding market

oriented and independent company. In fiscal year 2014/2015,

approvals every year.

Employees: Passion Counts
The roots of this success lie in our dedicated

Their ideas and performances are what make us strong.

employees from all over the world.

To KWS, the “right potential” entails one thing above all:
passion for one’s tasks. Agricultural scientists, biologists
and biotechnologists as well as economists, industrial
engineers, attorneys and of course creative lateral thinkers
work at KWS.

Facts and Figures*
Founded

1856 in Klein Wanzleben, Germany

Headquarters

Einbeck, Germany

Net Sales (2014/2015)

986 million euros

EBIT (2014/2015)

113 million euros

Employees (October 2015)

4,700 worldwide

Portfolio

Breeding of varieties and the production and sale of seeds for corn,
sugarbeets, cereals, potatoes, oil-seed rape and sunflower

*without our 50:50 joint ventures

Executive Board
Dr. Hagen Duenbostel

Dr. Peter Hofmann

CEO, responsible for Corn, Corporate Development &

responsible for Sugarbeets, Cereals and Marketing

Communications, Corporate Compliance
Eva Kienle
Dr. Léon Broers

responsible for Finance, Controlling, Human Resources,

responsible for Research & Breeding

Global Services, Legal and IT

Global Breeding

Breeding and distribution in over 70 countries
Breeding stations

www.kws.com

Trial locations

